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7.  Outside the Catholic Church, other Churches and Christian communities – and other 
religions as well – have expressed deep concern and offered valuable reflections on issues 
which all of us find disturbing.  
 
 

 62.  Why should this document, addressed to all people of good will, include a chapter 
dealing with the convictions of believers? I am well aware that in the areas of politics and 
philosophy there are those who firmly reject the idea of a Creator, or consider it 
irrelevant, and consequently dismiss as irrational the rich contribution which religions can 
make towards an integral ecology and the full development of humanity. Others view 
religions simply as a subculture to be tolerated. Nonetheless, science and religion, with 
their distinctive approaches to understanding reality, can enter into an intense dialogue 
fruitful for both.  
 
 

63-64.   Given the complexity of the ecological crisis and its multiple causes, we need to 
realize that the solutions will not emerge from just one way of interpreting and 
transforming reality. Respect must also be shown for the various cultural riches of 
different peoples, their art and poetry, their interior life and spirituality. If we are truly 
concerned to develop an ecology capable of remedying the damage we have done, no 
branch of the sciences and no form of wisdom can be left out, and that includes religion 
and the language particular to it….. this Encyclical welcomes dialogue with everyone so 
that together we can seek paths of liberation…..   
 
201.  The majority of people living on our planet profess to be believers. This should 
spur religions to dialogue among themselves for the sake of protecting nature, defending 
the poor, and building networks of respect and fraternity. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


