“Justice In the World”
— World Conference of Bishops 1971

(selected extracts)

2. Scrutinizing the "signs of the times™ and seeking to detect the meaning of emerging
history, while at the same time sharing the aspirations and questionings of all those who
want to build a more human world, we have listened to the Word of God that we might
be converted to the fulfilling of the divine plan for the salvation of the world.

3. .....We have been able to perceive the serious injustices which are building around the
human world a network of domination, oppression and abuses which stifle freedom and
which keep the greater part of humanity from sharing in the building up and enjoyment of
a more just and more loving world.

4. At the same time we have noted the inmost stirring moving the world in its depths.
There are facts constituting a contribution to the furthering of justice. In associations of
people and among peoples themselves there is arising a new awareness which shakes
them out of any fatalistic resignation and which spurs them on to liberate themselves and
to be responsible for their own destiny. Movements among people are seen which express
hope in a better world and a will to change whatever has become intolerable.

31. By his action and teaching Christ united in an indivisible way the relationship of
people to God and the relationship of people to each other. Christ lived his life in the
world as a total giving of himself to God for the salvation and liberation of people. In his
preaching he proclaimed the fatherhood of God towards all people and the intervention of
God's justice on behalf of the needy and the oppressed (Lk 6: 21-23). In this way he
identified himself with his "least ones," as he stated: "As you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you did it to me" (Mt 25:40).

61. .....We very highly commend cooperation with our separated Christian brethren
for the promotion of justice in the world, for bringing about development of peoples
and for establishing peace. This cooperation concerns first and foremost activities for
securing human dignity and people's fundamental rights, especially the right to religious
liberty. This is the source of our common efforts against discrimination on the grounds of
differences of religion, race and color, culture and the like....

62. In the same spirit we likewise commend collaboration with all believers in God in
the fostering of social justice, peace and freedom; indeed we commend collaboration
also with those who, even though they do not recognize the Author of the world,
nevertheless, in their esteem for human values, seek justice sincerely and by
honorable means.






